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Juvenile Justice System with the Criminal Procedures
 The juvenile justice system was absent in the U.S until the early 19th century when there were reforms in the progressive era. Education became mandatory, child labor laws were established, school started offering lunches, and vocational training was established all as a way of enhancing optimal child development. The juvenile justice system sought to divert from the destructive punishment of youthful offenders to promote rehabilitation based on the individual child’s needs. Before the reforms, the minimum age for conviction in a criminal court and sentenced to jail or death was 7 years. Children below 7 years were considered too young to form any criminal intent and were exempted from court trial and punishment. 
The new system of juvenile justice changed the focus on the child as a person who needs help rather than concentrating on the act that brought him/her to court. The proceedings in the juvenile criminal court are informal with the judge at discretion to act in the best interest of the child. Typical bureaucratic safeguards such as the attorney rights, right to a fair trial, right to know the charges, and right to confront the accuser are thought unnecessary. The proceedings are private with the public being unwelcome while the juvenile records remain confidential to avoid interfering with the juvenile’s rehabilitation and reintegration into the society. The language is also different in these courts; juveniles are not charged with crimes but delinquencies, they are not ruled guilty but rather delinquent, they are sent to reformatory schools rather than prison. 
The court has the legal discretion to protect the juveniles from themselves and thus the ruling of the cases is based on the least detrimental alternative; this is the legal concept known as parens patriae. However, controversy exists in the use of indeterminate sentencing, which allows the jury to establish the maximum sentence. The child is observed during the sentence and is only freed when the judge is contented by the rehabilitation that has occurred or when the maximum sentence has been served. The court process usually varies depending on the type of case. The cases may take three different forms: Juvenile delinquency, juvenile dependency, or status offense cases.
Juvenile delinquency cases involve children whose deeds, if they were adults, are considered as offenses and would be convicted in a criminal court. Children are presumed to be developmentally different from adults and are thus more yielding to rehabilitative attempts; they are therefore not held liable for criminal activities but are thought to need court’s intervention and guidance. The reason for being brought before the court is less important than the understanding of the child’s life situation and the need for help. Juvenile dependency cases involve children that have been neglected, abused, or abandoned by their custodians. The center of attention is on the child’s safety and a healthy psychological reconstruction for normal development into adulthood. Status offense cases involve status offenses that apply only to children and young adolescents. This may include violation of curfews, underage drinking or driving, truancy, or runaways. 
The organization model for juvenile justice systems varies from state to state with some states, such as Alabama, allowing counties discretion in developing own juvenile justice systems. In the U.S, there are at least 51 different juvenile systems; each state and the District of Columbia have its own policies that administer juvenile justice. The national government has authority over a limited control on the juvenile justice systems such as those committing crimes in national parks or Indian reservations. States that accept funding under the federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act are obliged to adhere to certain standards, such as separate accommodation of juveniles from adult criminals.
Although the procedural process for justice systems varies among the various states, they follow the same outline from juvenile apprehension to ruling by the jury. The matter comes into the court’s attention when the police detain a child for violating a law. The court intake officer assesses the case to determine if it warrants a jury hearing. If the case is serious, the child is held in a correction facility pending ruling on the matter. If the intake officer decides that a hearing is unnecessary, counseling arrangements are made for the child. If the officer chooses that the matter needs a hearing by the jury, he/she files the petition with the court indicating the statute that the juvenile has violated. In serious matters such as murder or rape, the case is referred to the district attorney, where the child may be charged as an adult. If the matter stays in the juvenile court and the child acknowledge to the charge, a rehabilitation program is ordered. If the juvenile denies the charges, a hearing similar to an adult criminal trial is arranged. If the claims fail to convince the judge, he/she dismisses the case; if they convince the judge, then he/she rules the case as a status offense or delinquency.
Children involved in the justice system have been observed to be the disproportionate minority and living below the poverty line. They have strained or no family connections. Some have mental health needs while others have negative educational experiences and outcomes. The trauma they experience during the system involvement can negatively affect their development to adulthood. Family tensions resulting from abuse or out-of-home placement can make it difficult for such children to establish a support frame for overcoming personal barriers to life success. Allowing the adolescent child to exit the system without making sure this family and community relationships are repaired reduces the juvenile’s future accomplishment in school, employment, and financial matters. 
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